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Toompung

Archeological Site

How to get there? From the city of
Nakhon Si Thammarat, travel along high
way no. €oe to Thasala district. Two
kilometers before reach Thasala township,
turn left to enter Walailak University and
head towards to Walaitoompung road
which is the same road with the University
water supply facility. The archeological
site is located at the end of the road before
the exit to community.

In fiscal year wool, the Fine Arts
Department commenced the conservation
and development of archeological site
in community project and Nakhon Si
Thammarat is the initial community.
The objective of the project is to
conduct archeology work at Toompung
Archeological Site in collaboration with
Walailak University in order to study
history of this archeological site.

The excavation of this site founded
four ruins of building, wall line, arch and
relics. All the founded ruins were mainly

used bricks for construction and its

conditions are dilapidated. Some of ruins

DIASUIFIUSSSUOAgansnd 11

such as Building no. @ which its shape
was a rectangle, comparable to Pra
Sayam Shrine that had been excavated
in woog, located at Nakhon Si Thammarat
city. At building no. e, the part of body and
limp of sandstone image was discovered
and head portion which can fit the other
parts founded at Building no. e, it was
assumed that this image might be the

Bodhisattva.

Moreover, many of porcelains

produced from other countries were
founded in complete and incomplete
conditions. Most of these porcelains that
can be indicated the source that they were
from China such as green bowl which
carved outside surface as petal of the lotus
shape. It might be made from Longquan

kiln, in Zhejiang province, Southern Sung

Dynasty period, aged around c.em"
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Century A.D. Green pottery made from
Longquan kiln, in Zhejiang province, Yuan
Dynasty period, aged around c.ec"
Century A.D. Green pot made from
Longquan liln, in Zhejiang province, aged
around c.ee” Century A.d. Green and
yellow jug with embossed floral decoration
design, Ming dynasty period, aged around
c.on" Century Ad., those jug founded in
Jiajing Emperor period ZAssumed that

made from Kwangtung or Fujian kiln). Small

white

Architecture

b.e Building No.e was the first
period of construction of this archeological
site. The building structure made by laying
bricks into square shape, its site was e.eno
X en.ono meters, and there was a rectangle
room inside this building, size ©.& x .o
meters, it’s consist of three side of wall
and the other eastern side wall was an
entrance, the room floor has not founded.
There were antiques discovered in this area
such as body part (from neck to waist) of
sandstone image, and limb of the
sculpture.

.o Building No.le was the second
period of construction. It remains only the

squared building base, southern side of

building is still in the good condition.
The structure of the building consisted of
main base and upper sub-base, but all the
higher part beyond that is deteriorated and
it appears the traces of stealthily excavate.

b.en Building No.m was the third
period of construction, it was a squared
shaped building made from bricks. There
was a small squared room in this building,
consist of three side walls, eastern side is
entrance and exit way. The building’s
configuration is similar to shrine of
Bramanism, the four sides base of building
founded is still quite in the complete
condition, the small room inside was
floored by bricks for a whole room area.
So that this building considered to be the
most complete site of all four sites, and
the head of image was discovered at the
entrance area of the site. The main
structure consists of main base and upper
sub base and wall of inside room.

lo. Building No.e was contemporary
with Building No.e, this building was
discovered by digging to expand the site,
its figure was rectangle brick line which
laying connect to the wall of Building No.e.
It was the airy building and it might
consisted of wooden roof set, three pairs

of sandstone pillar bases were founded

19Na1SUSNOUNISOUSUEITAAINANTUS IruaNUAUTY 2561



underneath the brick line at the middle of
the room which its shape similar to the
sculpture’s base. The entrance to the
building was in the east, it was small stairs
made by bricks layins.

o.¢ The Wall (Kampang Keaw)
The entire archeological site has surrounded
by the Wall, most of the area was
damaged from excavation and because of
this might be assumed the sequence of
the Wall construction that the Wall
surrounded Building No.e has first
constructed. At the corner of the Wall, it
seemed to be decorated with making
prominent pillars style which still remains
this style at the northeast and northwest
wall corner. Afterwards, the second period
of wall construction that surrounded
Building No.lo was built to connect with
the Wall surrounded Building No.e
and because of this construction, the
prominent pillars style decoration at wall
corner were overlaid.

The last period was the Wall
surrounded Building No.en, this Wall Was
bigger than the other two Walls which
were o meter wide, but the last wall
was e.& - b.oo meters wide. There was
vestige of built-up or enlargement Wall

at southern part of Building No.en.

91ASUIFIUSSSUIdganund 13

The connection area of the southern wall
of Building No.e, at the middle,
there appears the old wall line laying

apparently.

Sandstone Image

The remains of image were
separated, the body part from waist up to
neck, at the chest has decorated by carving
as necklace shape and left arm part from
elbow down to hand, those founded at
Building No.e. From Building No.m at
the floor, discovered the head part with
headdress of the image, at the front part
of the headdress was drilled into small
triangles shape, it might be assumed that
this image probably be the Bodhisattva
because those small drilled triangle were
similar to the hole for placing the Buddha
image which is the Iconography feature of
Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara or use for
placing small Stupa for decoration which
is the Iconography feature of Bodhisattava
Sriariyamettaiya that is to be worshiped by
Theravada and Mahayana Buddhists.
All discovered separated-parts of the image
can be fitted, at the present the image
is displayed at Nakhon Si Thammarat
National Museum. Aged around c.em"

Century AD.
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